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moved to a place called the 'Cottage,' where my grandfather died and 
was buried in the Old Chapel Church Yard. The ' Cottage ' was bumed 
down sometime afterwards." — From a letter from Mrs. Selden S. Wright, 
San Francisco, Cat. 

"We have on record a deed from John W. Page to Sarah W. Brooke, 
wife of Humphrey Brooke, for a portion of the estate 'Oakley.' This 
deed was admitted to record here in 1828 and the property was devised 
to John W. Page by his brother. Walker Y. Page, whose will is on 
record here. The portion deeded to Sarah W. Brooke consisted of only 
a part of the ' Oakley ' estate, and the consideration between her and 
John W. Page was something over three thousand dollars. 

Phil. H. Gold, Clerk. 

Winchester, Va., Jan. 28, 1909. 

(to be continued) 



THE ROBINSON FAMILY OF MIDDLESEX, &c. 
(continued.) 

./V. B. — On page 93, for "20 Christopher Robinson," read "10 
Christopher Robinson." He, as " Christopher, son of Christopher 
Robinson of C. M. [1. e. Co. Middlesex], in Virgin.," matriculated 
at Oriel College, Oxford, May 21, 1724, aged 19 (Foster's Oxford 
Matriculations). 

In Vol. XVI, p. 216, to children of Christopher* Robinson, add 
Elizabeth, who married Matthew Whiting, Jr. The marriage bond, 
in Middlesex, is dated March 31, 1763. John Robinson, whose will is 
printed below refers to her as his sister. 

In the Virginia Gazette of July 28, 1768, appears the following obitu- 
ary: " On Monday the 18th instant, died Christopher Robinson Esq., 
of Middlesex; a man possessed of all those good qualities that perfect 
humanity. In the character of father, husband; and friend he was 
excellent; for affection, tenderness and benevolence were the ruling 
passions of his breast. Few equalled him in virtue, fewer in piety. 
His time was spent in the uniform practice of doing good. The sick he 
administered to, the needy he assisted, and the poor he fed. Thus 
living he was by all esteemed and is now by all lamented." 

After the Virginia custom his personal estate was sold after his death 
and in the same year his executors Richard Corbin and Ralph Wormeley 
advertised that all of the personal estate of Christopher Robinson, Esq., 
would be sold on March 6, 1769, at his late dwelling house in Middle- 
sex, and that at Urbanna, on the next day, about 100 Virginia born 
slaves would be sold. 

12. John' Robinson (Christopher*), of Middlesex county, born about 
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1708 (Chart), and died in 1787. He owned a very large estate; but 
appears to have held no public office unless it were that of magistrate. 
In 1774 John Robinson appears to have lived in Gloucester county. He 
is said to have married first, Yates, and secondly, Church- 
ill of " Bushy Park," Middlesex. It appears from the Christ Church, 
Middlesex, register, that his first wife was named Anne, and the second 
Frances. The very imperfect register does not contain an entry of 
either marriage, and the same is the ease with the county marriage 
records which remain. There is nothing in the published accounts of 
the Yates and Churchill families to throw any light on the matter. 

The will of John Robinson was dated February 21, 178s, and proved 
in Middlesex, July 23, 1787. He gave his home plantation in Middlesex 
to his daughters Judith, Mary and Priscilla Robinson for their lives, with 
reversion to his son William. The Quarter Plantation in Middlesex to 
son William. The plantation called Green Branch, which he purchased 
from Col. Churchill, to his son John. The lands, negroes, furniture, 
stocks of horses, cattle, &c, he purchased from Jonathan Watson, Esq., 
to son Christopher. To daughter Mary, certain negroes. To daughters 
Judith Robinson, Katherine Robinson, Priscilla Robinson, and sons 
John, Robert, William and Peter, certain negroes. The money he has 
in the British funds, to daughters Mary Judith, Katherine and Priscilla. 
^300 sterling to Elizabeth Whiting, and ^"300 sterling to purchase a 
tract of land to be held for her in trust by his nephew Benjamin Robin- 
son. To Mary Robinson Whiting, eldest daughter of Matthew Whiting 
and testator's sister Elizabeth, his wife, ^"300 sterling. To testator's 
son John, £%oo sterling. To son Robert, £i,-joo sterling. To son 
William, ^300 sterling. To son Peter, /'i.ooo sterling. To Elizabeth, 
daughter of his nephew Benjamin Robinson, j£ioo sterling, and remain- 
der of money to testator's son Christopher. Legatees of horses, cattle, 
furniture, &c, appoints Philip Ludwell Grymes, Benjamin Robinson, 
sons Christopher and William, and daughters Judith and Mary, execu- 
tors. 

Issue (by 1st marriage): 

40. Judith, 8 " daughter of John and Ann Robinson " ( Register), born Sep- 

tember 14, 1736. 

41. Christopher, 8 " son of John and Ann Robinson" (Register), born 

April 2d, 1738. No farther information, except that in the Glou- 
cester county Surveyor's book is a survey, 1791, of the lands of 
Christopher Robinson, deceased, which were divided amongst his 
brothers and sisters and their heirs, corresponding to the children 
of John' Robinson. So he d. s. p. 

Issue (by 2d marriage) : 

42. Robert,* "son of John and Frances Robinson" (Register), born 

April 29, 1750. He was a student at William and Mary College, 
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and left to join the English army, becoming a lieutenant in the 
" King's Loyal Americans." He settled in Nova Scotia after the 
war; married Dorothea Budd, of Digby in that province, and died 
about 1814. 
Issue: 50. Judith,* living in 185310 New York city, at 257 Green 

street; 51. John,' who was father of Thomas Robinson, of St. 

Johns, New Brunswick, president Western Union Telegraph 

Company in 1880. 
Issue (which of John 7 Robinson's marriages unknown): 

43. William, 8 said by General C. W. Robinson to have married Eliza- 

beth, who married, after his death, Mr. Chowning, of " Locust 
Grove." But he might also be William Robinson, whose license 
to marry Ursula Robinson was issued in Middlesex, August 22, 
1784, and who is appointed by "Christopher 8 Robinson as " my 
son-in-law, William Robinson," one of his executors. 

44. John, 8 said to have been of Caroline county. No farther informa- 

tion. 

45. Mary. 

46. Priscilla, married Elliott. From a bill in chancery filed in 

Williamsburg District Court, April 1st, 1816, it appears that Seaton 
and John Elliott were her sole heirs. 

47. Catherine, married Thomas Wiatt and left a son. 

48. Judith, died 1806. 

49. Peter, married (1st) , (2d) in 1818, Milly Humphreys. 

16. William 7 Robinson {Christopher*) was born March 5, 1716, and 
matriculated at Oriel College, Oxford, April 2, 1737, and took his B. A. 
in 1740 (Foster's Oxford Matriculations). In a letter written by him in 
1765, he says (Meade's Old Churches and Families of Va., 1,377): "I 
was born in Virginia. At ten years old I was sent to England for my 
education, which was in the year 1729. I continued at school in the 
country until the year 1737, at which time I was admitted a member of 
Oriel College in Oxford. After I had taken my B. A. degree I was 
chosen by the Provost and Fellows to one of Dr. Robinson's Bishop of 
London's exhibitions, (who was my great uncle.) which I enjoyed for 
three years, the term limited by his Lordship. In June, 1743, I was or- 
dained Priest by Dr. Gibson, Bishop of London. I returned to my 
native country in the year 1744, (October); the November following I 
was received into Stratton Major parish in King and Queen County, 
where I have continued rector ever since " 

In 1761 Mr. Robinson was appointed Commissary of the Bishop of 
London, and became, as usual, a member of the Council. Bishop Meade 
states (Old Churches, &c, 377) that "Governor Fauquier was much dis- 
satisfied with his appointment (as Commissary), and so expressed him- 
self in a letter to England. The opposition of the Governor was no 
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sure proof of the unworthiness of Mr. Robinson. He was an arbitrary 
and high-tempered man, who could brook no opposition, and Mr. Rob- 
inson was no negative submissive character to crouch before authority. 
During the six or seven years of his Commissaryship, his correspondence 
with the Bishop of London on the affairs of the Church was lengthy and 
able. He espoused the cause of the clergy on the occasion of the Two- 
Penny Act, or Option Law, with zeal and fearlessness, though without 
success. He had an independent fortqne of his own and was therefore 
less liable to be charged with mercenary motives." 

Commissary Robinson died in 1767 or 1768. He married a daughter 
(probably Alice) of Benjamin Needier, of King and Queen county, and 
his wife, Alice, daughter of Gawin Corbin, and had issue: 

50. Christopher* (of whom later). 

51. Benjamin' (of whom later). 

52. Rev. Needier, 8 rector of Dale parish, Chesterfield co., from 1790 until 

his death in 1823. The Episcopal Church had at this time nearly 
disappeared from Chesterfield, and Mr. Robinson's time and labors 
were chiefly devoted to a well known and successful school. 
(Meade, I, 451.) Possibly he married and left issue; but there is 
no farther information in regard to him. 

53. Alice, 8 died unmarried. 

17. Peter' Robinson ( Christopher*), of King William county, born 
March 1, 1718, (Register) and died in 1765. He matriculated at Oriel 
College, Oxford, April 2, 1737, aged 18. He was a member of the 
House of Burgesses for King William at the sessions of September, 
1758, November, 1758, February, 1759, November, 1759, March, 1760, 
May, 1760, October, 1760 and March, 1761. His wife was Sarah Lister. 
The marriage bond on file in Middlesex is dated August 9, 1750, and 
has with it the consent of her guardian Edmund Berkeley. 

Peter Robinson's will was dated June,- 1765, and proved in King 
William in that year. His legatees were his three daughters Judith, 
Lucy and Sarah, all under age, whom he placed under the guardianship 
of his brothers Christopher, John and William Robinson; and his sons 
Christopher and Peter, both also under age, whom he placed under the 
guardianship of his friend Philip Whitehead Claiborne. 

Issue: 

50. Christopher. 8 It seems very probable that he was the Christopher 

Robinson, loyalist, who went to Canada. Though this can not 
be positively ascertained, the last named Christopher and his 
descendants will be treated under 50 Christopher Robinson, when 
the number is reached. 

51. Peter 8 No farther information; but he probably married and had 

issue mentioned in the will of his sister Judith. 
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58. Judith. 8 The will of a Judith Robinson, dated July 28, 1826, was 

proved in King William on November 26, 1827. She names no 
brothers, but makes bequests to her neice Susan Braxton, " daugh- 
ter of Mrs. B. F. F. Braxtcn;" nephew Alexander Lister Robin- 
son, also to " the son of J. H. Robinson;" her nephew Alexander 
Lister Robinson's children, her sister Sally P. Grymes, and her 
neice Mary Lister Bayley. 

59. Lucy. 8 

60. Sarah , 8 married Benjamin Grymes of Orange county. Her daugh- 

ter Elizabeth married Charles C. Braxton, and was no doubt the 
Mrs. B. F. F. Braxton of Judith Robinson's will. 



Correction: On p. 208, immediately preceding, the individual num- 
bers are erroneously given. The proper reading should be " 52. Chris- 
topher; 8 53. Benjamin; 8 54. Rev. Needier; 8 55. Alice; 8 56. Christopher; 8 



57. Peter. 8 " 



(to be continued.) 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 



Spencer. — Information regarding the ancestors of Allen Spencer, 
who lived in Anderson, S. C, about 1848, will be received with many 
thanks. 

Jack J. Spencer, St. Augustine, Fla. 



Making Stratford a Memorial. 

The Patriotic Order Sons of America of Virginia have appointed a 
Lee Memorial Committee, with Gov. Swanson as chairman, and F. W. 
Alexander, Oak Grove, Virginia, secretary, for the purpose of raising 
funds for the purchase and preservation of Stratford, the birthplace 
of Robt. E. Lee, and others of that family who have made themselves 
famous in history. This is one of the most historic homes in this 
country, and all who are interested in its preservation should send their 
donations to the secretary. All subscribing one dollar, or more, will 
receive a beautiful certificate making them honorary members of the 
committee. 



